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With this issuc of VECTOR you will find an order
slip for futurc issues of the BSFA's fiction magazine,
TANGENT. The material for the second issuc has been gathered
and cdited by Chris Priest who has now taken over TANGENT
completely. Please note, however, that any material for
TANGENT should be sent to me at the cditorial address, and
not to Chris Priest, Members have been asking for fiction for
a long timo - we hope you will give TANGENT your support now
we have finally succeeded in producing this magazine.

ErHOORHHORE

LIBRARY

As you know, the BSFA Library will be moving from its
present home, to 5 Whitchedge Road, Garston, Liverpoel 19. To
facilitate the removal of the books to their new home, the book
scction of the Library will be closed from July 1st until August
1st. The magazine section will continue to operate as normal. John
Nash will be taking over from Joc Navin, who has becn an excellent
Librarian since heo took the job on two yecars ago, but unfortunately
the future of the Library is rather uncertain., It may well be that
John Nash can only take over the job for a short term. If this is
the casc, the prescnt committec is left with the problem of whore to
store 25,000 books! So, if there is any moember who has access to a
large storage space suitable for shelving the Library, the committece
will be most plcased to hear from him/her.,

ADVERTISING

Whilst discussing advertising outlets for the BSFA, one of
the committce members raised the idea of advertising in the
magazines of large companies, etc, Many large firms in this country
produce a magazine for its employees and there must be quite a fow
BSFA members who work for thesec firms, Roy Kay, our Chairman, is
handling all BSFA advertising and would like to hear from members
who can get the BSFA advertised in any of thesc magazines,

'DOC WEIR' AWARD

As mentioned elsewhere in this VECTOR, Terry Jeceves was
the deserving winncr of the 'Doc Weir! Award at this year's
convention. Terry wishes to exprecss his thanks to all those who
voted and would like them te know that he rcally appreciates the
honour, He is only too sorry that he couldn't have becen there to
receive the Award in person, Congratulations, Terry.

oMok K ko ok ok koW

I'd like to thank Pete Weston and Alan Roblin of the
Birmingham S Group for the help with this issue. Pcte will be
printing this issue and Alan will handling the collating, ctapling
and distribution.

RGP
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IMPORTANT®

THE PAGES OF THE ARTICLE "SF AUD PHILOSOPHY"
HAVE BEEN NUMBERED INCORAECTLY. TO READ THE
ARTICLE, ONE HAS TO READ PAGES 3,7,6:5,4,8,9 & 10
IN THAT CRDER.

ROGER G PEYTON
( EDITOR )
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SCIENGE FICTION
& PHILOSOPHY

~ HICHARD
BORDON

Of late, science Tiction has been used as the vehicle for
all sorts of odd ideas, especially those dealing with philosophical
and psuedo=philosonhiical concepts. Althoush it is difficult to
split these concepts up into any sort of order, there appear to be
at least two distinct trends. One, in general, glorifies Man, his
works and his future, while the other does the exact onoosite,
Whether or not these philosophical notions are nere literary
pretensions on the part of the authors concerned is a moot point.

In science fiction, as in other fringe mediums struggling to obtain
the apnroval of culture and the cogndscenti, we are constantly
treated to the sad spectacle of some author desperately churning out
passages of little value of any Lind in his efforts to attain
literary significance.

However, in the case of science fiction, it is interesting
To note many similarities of view between differeont authors, and
such unanimity would appear to suggest sincerity in what they are
setting forth. At the moment, tie most popular view of homo
sapiens, for example, is that it would be sorzething of an
unparalleled disaster if he ever manages to perpetrate himself on an
unwvary galaxy. There is certainly much to be said for this idea!
Therc is also the generally accented fact that the average SIF autlhior
has rather nmore of the crusading spirit than do writers of other
branches of literature, and this would also annear to argue a
sincerity in what they are writing about. But guite apart from such
idealism is the sordid financial fact that even SF writers have to
live somchow, and in order to scll stories, even the best vriters
have to turn out potboilers. lany of such stories in the SI field
arc characterised by slick philosophical notions which usually are
as transparent as the story itself, The fact does remain, however,
that the science fiction autlhor is rather nore pronc to philosophise
on the human condition than arc most other writers,

This tendency to philosophise is usually obvious in the
worst space operas and can be split up into one of the tiwo trends in
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is damned littlie good" in the universe! It would scem at the
nresent that the glorificrs have suffered unconditional defeat!
However, in THE JOY ILAKZERS by James Gunn, we come to a
different sort of philosophising, the kind that tales Man for
granted, be he good or bad, and instead presents him in relation to
the universe he inhabits:
"The only road for Man is the hard road - un and out - the road
of dissatisfaction, the road of anger....to look back is to die
a little. To look forward is to live forover."
And in THE SEZD OF LIGIT, Edmund Ccoper obsecrves, perhaps
somowhat presumptiously:-
"Man can never cvade the intolerable burden and distinetion
of mind. And mind is so fashioncd that it can never renounce
the pursuit of meaning.
Perhans it is part of the ceclestizal paradox that
only the microcosm of mind can discover a purposc in the
randor drift of the galaxies. And perhaps it wvas the funection
of the stars simply to crcate mind.
For, without mind, there can bec no meaning."

Science fiction is full of passages of which the two
quoted above are typical. For the most part, they arce nere literary
pretensions, in the words of Shakespearce: "full of sound and fury,
signifying nothing." That about sums up the majority. Tynical of
thege writers is Ballard, wheo persists in producing passages which
scer to be full of some hidden meaning which persists in eluding the
reader in most cases, Even if the author is being sincere in what
he is writing, which he probably is, there appears to be a continual
striving after some hidden philosophical truth which is beyond the
literary powers of the author to rceprescnt. So for the most part
they resort to cliches and purnle passages to explain something
quite unexplainable, becausc cven if thieir passage means nothing, it
loecks impressive conough, :

However, in the very occasional passage, there is the
glimmer of ld.ght showing through the murdk, which makes one wonder if
they have something or not. And this fact makes all this sort of
psucdo~-philosonhising worthwhile, in my estimation, for amidst the
great mass of turgid maunderings there is the occasional truth of
some sort or another, perhaps produced by mistake, yet saying some-~
thing which may have meaning for the rcader of the story. Maybe it
is a phrasc which temporarily rckindles the much malizned sensce of
wonder, and surcly that makes it worthwhile! Waether mecaningful or
not, this sort of philosophising adds to the variety and intcrest of
SF.

The basic purpose of this sort of philosophising is, as
far as I can see, the scarch for some sort of recason or purposc to
existence and the universc, Nothing new, of courso:-

"He sought for purpose with a sharp-cdged mind that probed
at <he roots of cxistence and of happenstance and sought to
evolve out of the random factors that moved beneath the
surface of the universe's orderliness some cvidence of a
pattern that would be understandable to the human mind,
Often he had it, but it always slid away from him like
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not & toar. The satire is bitter, the philosophy is valid and
telling.

Arthur € Clorke is o good cxample of the author who writces
gtrajght acdventure fiction with the occecaoaniocial extremcely moot
nhilosophical noints with rogard to his characters. CHILXIOOD'S ZEND
is the movel that immediately springs to mind. Xarcellan is one of
the truly philosophic SF characters, cnd the novel as a whole
displays a philosonhical awe of the universe which few other SF
novels have even annroached, One calls to mind his scientist on the
Moon who regards the conguest of space as o new Renaissance, and
also the character in TIHTD DIEF RANGE who advances what rost meat-
caters would consider to be an immoderately libeoral viciw:-

"WJithin a contury or so....we shall literally be going out of
the Solar Systent. Sooner or later we shall meet types of
intelligent ife much higher than our own, yet in forms
completely alion, And when that time comes, the trcatmoent
Man rececives may well depend on the way he has bchaved towrards
the other creaturcs of his own world."

This is as teolling o remark as I have read anywvhcere and
altirough: not exactly philosophy, the point it makes is certainly o
philosophical one, one which it would do evoeryone good to consider.
For put this woy, we would have no right whatsocver to comnlain if a
bunch of inteclligent BEHs from Betelgeouse came along and decided to
exterminate the human race in the interests of hygicne! The sance
point has been made before, but never cuite so offectively.

A novel - or rather a set of novels - which corries this
idea of Man debasecd in the prescnce of superior beings is the C S
Lewis tirilogy beginning with OUT OF THE SILENT PLANZET, .in which
Zarth is represcnted os the silont nlanet of the title., This
particular novel appeared in 1938 and was one of the first SF novels
as sucli to embody a really scrious attack on the human way of life.
fiowrever, this and its successors were written from 2z mainly
religious viewpoint with a religious aim, and I would guess that
this has prevented many people from taking it in quite the same
light as other critical and philosophical SF, the terndency being to
regarc this trilogy as allegory. Whatever onc's opinion of this
trilogy, therc is little doubt that it is an unusual and important
dranch of »nhilosophical SF writings insofar as the author atiempted
to produce a morce cosmic and metaphysical brand of religion vaile
still sticking to basic Christian »pnrincinles.

To return to the two oniosite trends, it now scems obvious
that there is little sunnort for thosc who would helieve that there
is sometling worthwhile in the huuan race. One sees only the
occasional cautious remark about human courage in having struggled
out of the dust. Theore is the remarl here and there which malies onoe
think that either the author has his tonguc in his cheek or {that he
has drunk rather too rnuch of the milk of human kindness, One such
example is the statement by Isaac Asimov in THE END CF ETERNITY
that: "“there are many happinesses, many goods, infinite VSTANGIE o) (o110 e
that is the basic state of mankind." Just as onc hegins to think
taat here at last in SF is an author who has some helicef in
hunanity, one reads THI STARS LIKI JUST. Here we read that: "therc
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A good bit of Heinlein's considerable and doubtless well-
earncd reoputation must haove come from his peculiar philosophical
notions, which are particularly prorminent in his latest books.
Although he spent most of his time writing stories in his first (and
best) books, he still found the time to 51lip in tlhe occasional idea.
In METHUSELAH'S CHILDRIN and again in one of his more rceceont novels,
he made onc of his better known remarks, to the effect that "there
are no dangercous weapons, only dangerous men. I think there would
be many people who lived ncar Hiroshima in 1945 to contost taat
particular opinion. In BEYOND TiIS HORIZON, onc of his better
novels, written in 1942, he cxpresses the ultimate in Poessimism, a
view which has unhapnpily become very nrevalent and which might Dbe
called crude existentialism:-

"I know of no reason why the human race should survive...other
than the fact that their make~up ensures that they will. But
there's no scnsc to the whole bloody show. There!s no peint to
being alive at all., I'm damned if I'1ll contribute to
continuing the comedy.®

These words, spoken by Felix, the iraditional anti-social
hero of the book, wore presumably symptomatic of the author's views
when the book was writton. Since then, his beliofs appear to have
§rowvn gironzer. One of his latest published novels, GLORY ROLD, is
chiefly memorable for having a plot which is constructed of peculiar
philosophical nmotions rather than with action. Although several of
the remarks he makes are amusing when taken out of context, the boolk
as a book is considerably worsce than anything clse he hos written,
and as such is an excellent ocxample of scicence fictional
philosophising carriecd to its worst and most undesirabdle dogrooe,
True, SF is supnoscd to be a literature of frosh concepts, but I
have yet to sce any form of novel which is able to succeed without
having any sort of o nlot to work on!

Heinlein is thc prime example of the good SF writer who
has cllowed his philosonhical conceptions to dominate his storiesg,
to their detriment., For when he writes a gtory rather than o
philosophical tract, then there arc fow writers to beat him,

Luckily, most of the morce serious SF writers who arc
accustomed to mizing in some philosophical notions with their story
have not yet gone as far. Several excellent books have been written
with a philesophical or moral backsround, while others manage to
make telling points during the course of the story.

One of the best recent examnlies of the primary type of
boolt is Aldiss's THE DARK LIGHT YZARS, alroady mentioned, which
could be said to cmploy as its philosophy the remark 'To our way of
thinking, civilisation is recckoned as the distance Man has placed
between himself and his cxcretat,

This is an ecxcellent novel, which makes a number of very
telling points, and it proves that an SF novel ean cmploy a
philosophy and still be an excellent story. UWhere Man is concerned,
he could not sink much lower than the eoxcretion in which the aliens
of the story wallow. It is a complete denigration of Man, for by
the end of the book, onc identifies corupletely with the unfortunate
aliens, and sympathisces with their fate brought about tarough
contact with the human race. For Man's near cextinction, one spares



VECTOR 33 Boge 7

most cases., Symptomatic of the man-glorifiers is the following
passage from Bester's THIE DELOLISHID MAN:-
",..There is nothing in man but love and faith, courage and
kindness, generogity and sacrifice. All elsc is only the
barrier of your blindness,!

Talzen out of the contex £ the bool, perhaps naive = but
refreshingly so, for the view that there may actually be some good
in Man is virtually swamped by the sccond class, which is strongly
symptomatic of Hiroshime and Belson, and which refuses to believe
that Man will ever erierse beyond o gadgetecer talented enough to molke
bigger and better bombs to make 1life hell for anyone who happens to
come into contact with him. Illustrative of this opposite and niore
commmon view is the following passage from Brian Aldiss's THE DARK
LIGHT YILRS :-

"By the sgstandards of another snecies, our culturc might mercly
secm lilke o siclkimess.!

It would now be wvalid to guery whothor this latter viow-
point, with its distrust of anything human, is one waich is
universal in SF today. To a large extent, it is so. It would be
true to say that modern science fiction is the most distrustiul form
of liteoroture there is, which may be¢ one rcason why many pcople
fight shy of it, It persists in showing pcecople where they are going
wrong in such books as BRAVI N2 WORLO and in the Utopian satires of
Pohl and Shockley. Pcople being pcople, most dislike this and thus
SF is likely at best to remoin o controversial and fringe genre,
Even when modern SF is cngaged in laughing at Mon and ais blunders,
it is also being coxtreomely satirical and critical - this, after all,
apncars to bDe the casence of modern SF. Thus the pesscomistic and
distrustful viowpoint characterised by the latter passage could be
said to be generally sympiomatic of 5F,

The battle botween the glorifiers and the deaigrators does
not omploy the ontire strength of science fictional philesophers,
there olso being thwse who are content nerely to coomient om Man in
rclation to his universey but it is the most inmportant and it would
be most useful to consider it first.

Combat can perhaps Do said to have becen joined with the
publication of Stapledon's LAST AND FIRST MIN, in 1930, Of coursc,
tiere had been plenty of cqually valid works written nrevious to
this, Irom Lucicny, up through Voltaire's LLICRCIIEIGAS, to Wells, but
it is most convenient to tale this as o starting point since §F
nroper had only begun some four years provicously. This book
contains many nassages of great beauty, and altlhiough Stapledont's men
undergo many catastrophes through their own stupidity, there is no
mistalking the final words of the Last Man:-

M., .Man himself, at the very least, is nusic, a brave theme

that makes musgsic also of its vast accompaniment, its matrix

of storms and stars. Mon himsclf in his degrece is cternally
& beauty in the cternal order of things. It is very good to
have been man.”

First round to the glorifiers, Apart from the odd story
expressing some doubts as to the somewhat aggressive nature of homo
sapiens, SF sailed merrily along, engaged in world-wrecking, until
thic outbreak of World War II and of Robert A Heinlein.
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quicksgilver escaping from a clutching hand,"
This passage is from a story by Clifford D Simak and it
describes perfectly the tantalising scense of knowledge that all of

us have had at onc time or another - the sensc that there is some
universal key to Mnowledge round the next corner, and if only wc
could stirectcir just a little further......

Simalk, much criticiscd for being scntimental and pastoral,
scems to have a particular intercest in this sort of problem. To
return to an carlier point; he is one of the few SF authors of any
staturc to have rcetained some belief in the human being; he is prone
to philosonhise but his brand of philosonhy is direcct, basic and
very refreshing after the pyrotechnics of all his colleagues., Yet
even ¢ has his moments of nessimism. In ...AHJ THE TRUTH SHALL
MAXE YOU FREE nhe has his hero discover the puwrposc of the universe :=-

"David bent above the table and the answer was on the tape.
The universe ias 1o burpose. The universe just heopencd.

'And the sccond guestion..' said Jed, but therc
was no need for him to finish, for wiat the gquestion nad
been was implicit in the wording of tiie sccond tape. Life
has ne significance. Lifc is an accident."

This is prosumably the ultimate nhilosophical guestion and
there arc fow stories dealing with the problem that deal with it in
any other manner. Whether this is a fault of SF or of nodern
sociecty is difficult to say; most philesophices arc usunlly
depressing anyway.

There is a trend to philosophise in any and cvery SF novel
and story published nowadays, and it can be carried to ridiculous
lengths. Many novels which should have been written for mere
entertainment and which are no doubt meant as such nersist in
¢ragging heavy-handed philosophical and ethical points which only
serve to slow up the story. A case in »noint is Harry Harrison's
novel, DEATHUCRLD TWO (THE ITHICAL ENGIHIER). One of the charactors,
Mikah, is worsc than cardboard. Although he is necessary to keen a
somewhat forced story going, by the end he is completely
unbelievable and detracts ceonsiderably from quite an enjoyable
adventure story. Mikah - 'a belicver in truth' - spends his time
acting entirely cthically, to his and everyone's detriment, cven to
the point of botraying the hero, who has saved his life continually,
because it is cthical and becausc the hero is acting unethically, A
little of this sort of thing is alright, but if somconc intends to
writc an adventurc novel then let hinm write it without dragging in
psucdo-intellectual hash-ups. This is not to say that it is
inpossible to introduce a philesonhy into & novel - this has been
done many times, notably in van Vogt's Null-A series. Such novels
are interesting but they usually succeed merely in getting
themsclves cntirely tangled up in their own »nremises (and again, van
Vogt is an excellent example of this - some of his novels arc so
cormplex that one virtually neceds a high-speced computer to unravel
all the different plots and sub-nlots,

Humour and philosophy rarely mix, except where Zric Frank
Russell is concerned as is shown in NIZXT OF KIN and in the last half
©f his delightful novel, THZ GREAT EAPLOSION, The latter shows just
what might happon if a civilisation werce to be founded on Ghandian
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concents of non-resistance and civil disobedience, SF could do with
rmore novels of this type; unforturately, tley are all too rare!l

On the wrole, though, science fiction is uniformly
Cepressing and helds cut littie hope for the human race, where
concernaed with itscelf or with the universe, 4g to vhom is right
over tihe battle about hunanity, the zlorifiers or the denigraters,
it is difficult to szy. Both represent extrares and the real truth
is probadbly somewhere in the middle of the stfdet.

3ut at the moment, so far as SF as a genre is concorned,
those who arec pessimistic about L.an and his capacity Tor goodness
are clearly in tie lead. his is in mamy ways a pity, for it is an
extremely fatalistic approach, whether or not it is basically
correct. This kind of science fiection is merely reflecting the
current intellectual trends of pessimism and depressioen with the
world and its inbabitants. HKowever, there is a certain clemoent
entirely unigue to S5, insofar as this brand of 2essinism is the
only entirely objecctive brand available and as such it could be said
to Be one of the feow that are in many ways realistic. ZEven so, it
iz an artificial attiitude and the sooner SF allows itself the luxury
of o litile more hunour din the midst of all the pessceristic
philoge~nies continually being expounded, the better for the genre
as & wihole., Life is not all tears, though one rmizht be excused for
thinicing that suech is the cage aftor a choice dose of some wmodern
authors. These authors apnecar to consider l.an alrcecady consizned to
the scraphesar, without cven realising that in many cases it is
mercly Dy his own standards that lian has succceded in condemning
himself so therougily. It is a kind &f vicious circle, taking for
granted that we stand equally condemned by otiier and fictional ways
of life as well as Dy our own, tiec anthors being so thoroughly
enmeshed ir the worlkings of the circloe that they are unable to
perceive anything olse.

FPity it meay be, but there is also ruch trutik in wvhat such
authors have said. ST novels incorporating philosonhies which blast
Man and his weys also have a lot of pertinent points to offer, which
enyone would do well to study. The third hkind of SF philosoniising,
pPresenting khan in reolation to the terribly large universe he finds
himseld in, also has much to offer from the midst of the rzelange of
porpous mhraseoslogy that we have pumped at us.

5% and sensible philosophy can and do mix, but in many
cases the resulting mizsture is only a tasteless mess which serves
merely to intrude on the consciousncss of the rcader and spoil tae
story. ‘riters who tend to mhilosophise no doubt mean ywhat they say,
but only tos often, what thoy say is only a tasteless rchash of sone
other autherity. any people complain about the psucdo-intellecitual
clerient iz modern S55: in many cases they are rigaht to corplain, for
there is little more nauseating than the spoctacle of somo awthor
trying to be intellectual and only sueccecding in being transparcntly
obvious. Some peczle complain about the psucdo-scicnce in SF: it is
tihie psuccdo-thinlking they should be cormplaining about, though cven
this aas lucki iy dicappeared from the best of rmodern SF. OF coursc,
suca faults are as much tyrical of cther forms of iiterature as of
S5F, but SF being in the srecarious position that it is, it can il1l
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afford to suffer the ecriticism that such faults automatically bring
downt upon its head.

There is always roon for genuine and mature »hilosonhy,
whether depressing or not, and there is an gncouraging amount of
that to be found amidst the still great dominance of trashy
tihcories and concepts, many of which are at last beginning to
disappear, oxcept in comic magazines and on television.

Modern SF is pesseristic in many ways, but there are any
passages of common sense and good philosophy to be found, wahethor
onc agrces with them or not. It is usually possible to sce when an
author is playing dewvm (or up) to his audience, and cqually it is
possiblc to s»ot when he is induging
in some clear and original thinking
of his own accord., Theroe is
now cuite a lot of this latter
c¢lass in prescnt-day 5S¢,
and it promises well for
the future.,

Let us hope
there will bHe morc.

Richard
Gordon

“t}f, s ~

)
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FOR YOUR
INNFORIVIATIONS

by JIM  GROVES

Most of the questions this time are long overdue for
answers,y, I'm afraid -~ what with conventions and the like, things arec
tending to slide - encugh said.

P Muldowney, Plymouth:

"1(a) How many professional magazines are there in the USA
and how have their number varied in the past ten years? (b) the same
for Great Britain?

2 How many fan c¢lubs and fanzines are there in (a) USA?
(b) ‘Great Britain?

3 What are the circulation figures of ANALOG, IF, GALAXY
and NI WORLDS?

4 Where, how frequently and how much does the BSFA spend
on advertiging?"

For the period 1955-065 there were approximatcly 25 SF and
associated magazines of which about 8 remain, In the UK there were
approximately 6 original magazines and 6 reprints. Two of the
originals remain and 2 of the reprints - the situation is however
somewhat confuscd by the number of direct imports. The number of
fanzines and fanclubs on ecither side of the Atlantic are unlknown
(to me at least) and probably unknowable. The circulation figures
of magazines can usually be found in one of the carly issues of the
magazine each year., ANALOG has a print run of about 140-150,000,
AMAZING 87-88,000, GALAXY and IF in the region of 110,000. For BSFA
spending, I can but refer you to the current Treasurer's Report, and
the committee, of coursc.

T Jones, oncaster: "Could you please tell me where to
obtain a checklist of Eric Frank Russell's works? Also, has he ever
written under any psuedonyms?"

Eric Frank Russell has uscd the psuedanyms of Webster
Craig, Duncan H Munro and Maurice G Hugi. The latter is, or rather
was, a real author but EFR uscd his name on one story ("The
Mechanical Mice" - ASTOUNDING Jan 1941), I don't know of any check-
list of EFR's work - a partial listing could probably be gleaned
from the magazine checklists,
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3ill Hillan, Australia: "I saw recently that the magazine
GALMA was published in England, Could you pleasc give me any
information on this mag? Nos 1 and 2 werc issucd here about the
middle of last year with the promisc of No 3 which so far has not
appeared,”

As far as I know, GAMLA hasn't been issued over herc at
all. I've had reports that Nos 3 and 4 have been issued in the
States but no definite confirmation. Your best bet, I'd s=ay, would
be to contact an American fan or SF book dealcr.

David Copping, Chelmsford: "Can you tell me if the name
John Beymon is a pen-name of John Wyndham, or if John Wyndham is a
pen-name of the former? Also, is Paul Charkin a pen-name for a
well-known writer of mainstream fiction?"

The rcal name of this author is John Beynon Harris. He
has had stories published under the names John Beynon, John Wyndham,
Wyndham Parkes, Lucas Parkes and also under his own name. I suspect
that' Paul Charkin is a house name, but who shelters under it I don't
know,

Michael Sharp, Glamorgan: "Can you tell me if the old
"Fantasy Times'" newspaper is still in print? What is Dianctics and
what books are there on this subjecet? What are !'fanzines!?"

"Fantasy Times" is defunct, sorry. As to your Dianctics
question - I wrote about this in VECTOR 28; if you don't have a copy
there'll be one in the Library. 0K?

Fanzines are amateur publications produced by SF fans for
their own amuscment. I believe that the BSFA is intending to put
out a listing of some of the current fanzines which will probably
help you. A good revicwzine for fanzines is put out at irregular
intervals by Ethel Lindsay (6 Langley Ave., Surbiton, Surrcy).

Write and ask her to put you on the list for the next issue - it'1l
cost you 6d, Rcad what she says about the various fanzines and then
send for a few sample copies and secc what you think of them.

Roy Mitchell, Liverpool: "I would like to know where I
could purchase the following stories - "Tarrano the Conqucror! by
Ray Cummings and "The Night Land" by William Hope Hodgson. Any
format would be acceptable. Also, could you tell me if there is any
publication in Britain which is the cquivalent to the American
"Science Fiction Advertiser" (i,c. using mainly adverts of SF items
for sale)? And finally, do you know of any mecmber of the Association
or any other source where I may be able to purchasc WEIRD TALES -
any issues betwecn 1923 and 19397"

"Tarrano the Conqueror" had two book appcarances, in 1930
and 31, both in the USA, and also a magazine appearance in SCIEINCE
FICTION QUARTEZRLY Summer 1941. "The Nigirt Land" has apncared quite
a few times. Try writing to Ken Slater at Fantast (Medway) Ltd.,

75 Norfolk Strcet, Wisbech, Cambs. If he can't put you onto a cony
at once, he'll want-list it for you and keep a lookout for it., I
don't know of any UK equivalent of SCIENCE FICTICN ADVERTISER, As
for the WZEIRD TALES, well you could try Ken Slater again - if wvyou
do find a source, let me know too, there are a couple of issuces from
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that period that I want tool

FOLLOWUP INFORMATION SECTICN

The Blish story, "Turn of a Ccntury", so I am informed by
G lMyers of Letchworth, appecarcd in an anthology called THINGS edited
by Ivan Howard and published by Belmont Productions USA.

Ken Slater 2as added some titles to the Cordwainer Smith
listing startcd by R.0O.Richards in VZICTOR 31 as follows: "Scanners
Live in Vain" (FANTASY BOCK No 6),"Mother Hitton's Littul Kittons"
(GALAXY Jun '61),"A Planct Named Shayol'" (GALAXY Oct '61),

" Drunkboat! (AMAZING Oct '63), "Think Bluec, Count Two" (GALAXY Feb
163), "The Storc of Heart's desirce" (IF May '64).

And now a corrcction/addition from Edmond Hamilton:-

"You say that as far as you can discover, Garrett Smith
never wrote anything called "After a Million Years". But I beg to
differ, for he did, and I have the old magazincec excerpts of it on my
desk right now, with a cover of a girl looking out of a space=-ship
window at receding Earth. : :

The story appeared as a serial in "The Argosy" magazine,
beginning with issuc of January 18, 1919, and running for a total of
six weekly installments.

It's a by-no-ncans bad story, if you don't mind such
trappings of the period as a testy little professor, his beautiful
daughter and a villainous villain named Waldron. The last people
of Earth live in Omega, a glass-roofed city in a dcep valley in the
bed of the dried-up Pacific Ocean., It's threatcned with destruction
by metcors. The story swings all the way out to Jupiter. It's
reminiscent in its last-city theme of Hodgson's "The Night Land",
but is, of coursc, far rcmoved from llodgson's mastecrpicece, which I
think the greatcest of all tales of SF, fantasy or what you may call
it.

However, I fed my juvenile imagination on the old
Victorian-style storics of Smith, Homer Eon Flint, ctc., and to me
thiey will always be great.

Hepe this answers the query you reccived."

INFORMATION UANTLD SECTION

Herec arc somc queries I can't answer, can anyone oblige?

R J Charlesworth wants to find a Ray Bradbury' checklist -
anyone know of one?

Terence Don; "I'm trying to find a story that I rcad & or
5 years ago in an anthology of SF - it may also have appeared in
ASTOUNDING SF in the early fifties. It concerned an American
attempt to rcecach the Moon in several one-man space vehicles. ZRach
-1an was in a Mercury-type capsule, and supply rockets had been sent
onto the lMoon previously. Finally, after much difficulty, one man
succeeded in establishing a base (I don't remember how he gcot back
to Earth)., I'm interested in this story as it closely rescmbles one
of the NASA's actual plans for reaching the Moon (in case lunar
orbital rendezvous fails) and may well be the way the Russians
attempt it, If =20, I'd likce to sece how close the writer was."
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I do recall this story but not unfortunately the title or
author. I do remember the hero, the only survivor of the attempt,
reporting back to Earth in a manner desizgned to fool any Russians
listening in, Something along the lines of "Lunar Base established,
some losses. X Officer Commanding'" - knowing that his superiors
knew that he was last in the chain of command.

Ron McGuinness, London: "I'm trying to trace a book
titled TIOwE AND SPACIE, - Unfortunately, I don't know who the author
is. It's about some time-warriors who go about ravaging different
times. They capture soricone from a certain period and the book is
centred about this person.™

Ancd lastly, I have the following from Stu Hoffman, Box 13,
Black Earth, Wisconsin 53515, USA;- "I have becn working for
several years compiling an Index which would include all the
Znglish language SF and fantasy magazines. I need some information
regarding some of the English panerbacks and authors. Is Robert
Lionel Fanthorpe a psuedonym and if not, do you know what psucdonyms
he writes under? I have been informed that the following are some
of them - Leo Brett, Bron Fane, Trebor Thorpe. Is Lionel Roberts
another of them?

I have a few of the paperbacks OQUT OF THIS WORLD which
alse carry the heading (Supernatural Stories). What conuection, if
any, do they have with the paperback series SUPERNATURAL STORIZES?

Do you know any British fan who would like to exchange
British SF and fantasy for American?"

Since Stu isn't a BSFA member, would anvone who has
information on these questions or who wants to exchange stuff with
him please write dircct.

Anyone having any queries - write to me at 29 Lathom Road,
East Ham, London E 6.

R EE N R R H ok ok W ko N R Rk
ko ok o Rk ok % ok F ok % S R T

SMALL AJS (Frec to Members)

WANTED -~ Ray Bradbury paperbacks in new or good condition. Sond
list with prices wanted. R J Charlesworth, Flat 1, Gver 1 Duke St.,
Congleton, Cheshirec,

++ 4+ e +4++

Collectors »f rarc utopias, anticipations, early SF, prognoses,
prophecies, robinsonades and other curiosa in fantastic literature
who rcad German, are invited to ask for free lists of the new
SAMMLUNG ANTARES of which 14 volumes have already becn nublished:
works by Mehring, Restif, Foigny, Lasswitz, Henne am Rhyn, Paltock,
Michaelis, Passer, Pfeiffer, Claude Gilbert, Stanislaus Leczynski,
Locke, Laicus, and an anthology ~ ALGOL. Vrite to Jakob Bleymehl,
6681 Furth uber Neunkirchen, Saarland, Engelstrassc 5, West Germany,
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Henry Manson, 149 McKinley Crescent, Irvine, Ayrshire, Scotland,
would like to contact any rcader of VECTOR who is intercsted in
swapping either a complctcely built Sinclair Micro 6 Transistor
or Sinclair S1im Line for any of the books and magazines listed
below. Even a partially complcected set would be of interest,

CAPTAIN CUT-THROAT by J D Carr. US hard cover. d/w. rint.
5 American Detective Book Club Novels. mint hardcovers.
PORTALS CF TOMORROVW ed by Derleth, US Book Club mint with d/w.
THE FJWER by F Robinson, US Book Club mint with d/w. i
BEST F{0M P&SF: 4th SERIES. US Book Club mint with d/w. |
THE LIxitS IN THE SKY ARE STARS by F Brown. US Boolk Club mint d/wi
TRIAD. UsS Book Club mint d/w (3 novels by van Vogt: SLAN, WORLD

OF A and VCYAGE OF THE SPACE BEAGLE). |
DEAD FINAIRS TALK by W Burroughs. British mint with d/w. !
LEST DAPKNISS FALL by de Camp. British. very good condition d/w.
THE LUMPTON GOBBELINGS (a fantasy) British mint with d/w.

Magazines: 3 oldies - AMAZING Oct 1930 & Jan 1935 and JONOER

STORIES Jan 1935. All intact with covers slightly torn, ,
NEBULA Nos. 28,29,31,33,35,36,38,39,41 all in good order, [
SF AWENIURES Nos 8,14,17. |
2 SF MONTILYs (Australian) Nos 1 & 4. good condition, |
NEW WCRIZ Jun,Jul,Aug,Sep,dec 1960, 1961, 1962 and Jan 1963 !

right through to April 1964. Complete and all in mint cond. "

WANTED - Any books by Raoul C Faure, who wrote MISTER ST JOHN
and SPEZAR IN THE SAND. Also COSMIC ENGINEZERS by Simak.

SMALL ADS (Frec to members)

WANTED -~ books about flying saucecrs, information about any c¢lubs or
associations devoted to UFO's. Anyone with information, pleasc
contact Angelo Oggiano, Via Nicastro 3, Rome (403), Italy.

+t++ +4+ 4+ + 4t

WANTED - Novels by Vargo Statten and E € Tubb. Send lists to
W Summersgill, 48 Severn Drive, Guisborough, Yorks.

+ 4+ +4 4+ ++++

A CHECKLIST OF SCIENCE FICTION ADVENTURES (British Edition). Price
1/6 (postage included) from Rog Peyton, 77 Grayswood Park Road,
Quinton, Birmingham 32. Checklist is in threcc parts: Listing by
issue; Listing by Author and Listing by Title,

++4+ ++++ ++++

WANTED - Bsck issues of VECTOR, The BSFA nceds old issuaes as weo
arce continually being asked for them by new members., Wel'll pay for
them arnd fer the postage tool! Scend them to the Treasurer, Charles
Winstone, 71 George Road, Erdington, Birmingham 23.
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| MAGAZINES |

reviewed by

| Graham Hall |

SCILINCE FANTALSY 72 - Kay 1965 (price 2/6)

One of the poorer Bonfiglioli SCIENCE FANTASYs - just five
stories and not niuch of worth.

The scrial, Jael Cracken's "The Impossible Smile™ is
perihaps the best thing in the issuc. It moves alongzg at a fair pace,
using a number of zocd ideas and is quite well-written. Con:parad
with T C Tubb's scrial running in NZJ WORLDS, it is brilliant.- at
lcast, Cracken's characters and situations arc not quite as
carcdboard and stercotyped. The opening sentence conveys Puire terror
and wonder :— "June 1st, 2020: Norwich, Canital of the British
Republices." Innocuous, you may think? Just conceive of Norwich
being capital of Britain!

Thomas Burnett Swann always falls down in this particular
aspect of short story writing: his first paragraphs arc¢ never
arresting, never inviting. '"Vashti", ancther of his Persian-Greclk
myths is.....well, if you like Swann, you'll like this. I withold
comnrient .,

Alan Burns' "Housel" is somecthing of a straight SF story.
A 'housel!' is a unit which receives impressions from the inhabitant
of a housc and changes that house into his idecal home. Someotimes
they go 'franky' {(faulty) and when young, foolish, old-maid Linette
is troubled by her housel, dashing Philip Devlin, houscl repairer,
goes to the rescue - and finds some amazing things.

Keith Roberts is present again wvhen his whimsical Anita
and truculent Granny Thompson come to the rescue of a love-lorn
ghost - with the normal mixture of pathos and humour as a result,

Cne of Bonfiglioli's proteges, Philio Wordley, comes up
with a poorer picce ~ "Timmy and the Angel". Pretty standard
aliens-helping/controlling-the-barbaric-human-racec. Worth rcading
for VWerdley's fine prosc.

Keith Roberts contributes a cover, and in hisg editorial
Bonfiglioli explaims why there are no story-ratings and why they are
inaccurate - convinecingly, too.

NZW WORLDS 150 - Liay 1965 (price 2/6)

With a line-up of Brian Aldiss, Jack Vance, E C Tubb,
Charles Harness, John Brunner and J G Ballard one cannot but expect
first-class material. But if you do expect this, you're lilely to
be digappointed,
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Lead story is, surprisingly, Charles Harness's "Time Traph,
written in good old pulp style with cardbhoard characters, great
gimmicks and long explanaticons of complicated science nrocesses.
hajor Jon Troy is irbued with the nower to stop anything dying in
his presence and so is captured for usec as an Yartificial life"
during an operation oir a2 super-being alien entombed in tiie carth
s evolting, he uses his nower to throw himself back in time and
carrics on round and round and round in a cycle for thousands of
times.

One of the best storics in the issuc comes, as was toc be
expected, from the pen of Brian Aldiss. Y“The Swmall Betraying
Detail" is fantastic in concept, like much of Aldiss's worlk, and for
once, nis technigque is good enoush to put over his ideas well. A TB
sufferer slips Dy accident into another probability universe and, in
his delirium, scarches for the small betraying detail that will tell
him the dreaded truth,

Joan Brunner comes up with an interesting and unusual way
of Kkeecping the birthrate down in "Nebody Axced You'". Another
memorable story, telling of the days to come when roads are so
congested that 12 mph is & high speced and it takes twelve hours to
get out of town. And TV violence is psychologically keyed to drive
peconle to murder.....

I guess I am biased when it comes to Ballard - I just
don't like his writing in the wain -~ but consider that I can,
normally, detach rniysclf sufficicntly to appreciate his imagery.

Zven tais is lacking in "Prisoner of the Coral Deep'. I leave this
for Peter White and his ilk to enjoy.

Jaclk Vance can still show the best of
the British writers a thing or two. His
"Alfred's Ark"™ is a delight to read., Tho

perfect roundedness of the tale of a2 socond

Noah - and scc what happena to tihe human

race tiis time round,
g C Tubb's scrial "The Lifo-

Buyer" moves along at a rapid rate, his
characters merging in their puerile way
into an indistinguishable mess -~ forget
tiie namcs and you're lost. But there are
space-opera fans and this is for them, A
disappeintrment.

The issue is comnleted with a
revealing photo feature, a guest
editorial by John Carmnell, bdiographical
notes on the contributors and James
Colvin bools revicws,

Of coursc it's better than the
average issue, but it does help to prove
that 'namcs' don't always write thct much
better.,

L 4 -o“ A

. e ,!-
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NEW WCRLDS 151 - June 19955 (price 2/6)

After NW 150, with its all-star line-up, this issuc was
bound te be a disappointment. And it isn't even up to the average.

Most of the issue is taken up with the concluding third of
E C Tubb's novel "The Life-Buyer", and we at last find out what
happens to Marcus King and his crowd of cardboard cronies., One can
well admire Tubb's all-action style, his imagination and his idecas
but never, never his characterisation! I had terrible difficulty
in finishing it and found it one of the least interesting novels
I've ever rcad.

B J Bayley contributes the lead story, "The Ship of
Disaster'. After reading, in the third payagraph, "On a high seat
in her peoop, languished Elen-Gelith, e¢lf-lord of the Earth's
younger days...", I threw the book down in disgust, Elves and
trolls in NZIW WORLDS|? On finishing it, I was only vaguely
disgusted, by Bayley's constantly striving but never- gsuccceding
visualisation of sconc, It holds a few grammes of interest, but
little elsec.

George Collyn is also present with "Convolutions", more an
essay, certainly not a story and very much not worth reading. An
experiment in writing which should never have been published.

On a slightly better level is R W Mackelworth's "Last Man
Home'". Rather a la Moorcock in the excellent depiction of landscape
and scene. Although well-written it has limited plotting and only
begins to be absorbing.

Complotely absorbing is "Apartness" from new American
writer, Vernor Vinge. A rechash of the old ON THE BEACH theme, but
by far the best thing in the issue. Well-written and with a fresh
angle and emotion that makes it memorable.

The issue is made up with reviews from Langdon Jones,
James Colvin and Charles Platt., Altogether a poor issue and one
that would discourage a newcomer from taking out a subscription.

SCIENCIE FANTASY 73 - June 1965 (price 2/6)

Pick up this issue...read the blurb..,sece Keith Roberts,
Philip Wordley and Jael Cracken. Open this issue...read the
contents...see¢ no Keith Roberts nor Philip Wordley. Apart from this
slip, the issue is one of the bhest ever, with a total of nine
stories,

The second half of Jael Cracken's "The Impossible Smile"
kicks off and manages to be as interesting as the first half. Quite
a memorable tale, marred only by an occasional ugliness in style.

"Great and Small" by G L Lack is one of those fantastic
obscure stories that are completely unexplained and inexplicable but
very powerful. An after-the-catastrophe story with a difference and
maybe an hidden meaning,

"Ploop" by Ron Pritchett covers much the same ground as
van Vogt's "Dormant". Little of interest but smoothly finished.

"Peace on Earth'" by Paul Jents is a cynical and fairly
entertaining piece on the Americans taking over the Moon.

Alistair Bevan, one of the best of the new flock of
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writers, is also present with "Deterrent'". Rather a hackneyed idea
but, as ever, well-written and well worth reading.

Brian W Aldiss contributes a piece - "A Pleasurc Shared" -
first published in PLAYB0Y., It is neither SF nor fantasy and its
place in a magazinc like SCIENCE FANTASY is highly debatable. A
Blochish murder story but memorable and cntertaining.

Patricia iolknell, another new writer, has "Prisonor" which
is below average., Vaguely similar to some otheor story I've rcad.

Best of the lot is "In Recason's Ear" by Pippin Graham.
Beautiful visualisation of scene, a tremendous idea and excecdingly
well-written., Among the best tales of the ycar.

Thom Keyes's "Ilcnophilia" is another of his tongue-in-
checls tales. Amusing, but maybe what some pecople would call sick.

Personally, I prefer the short length for stories, so tais
issuc, with four storics on the 'very good' level and a counle more
just below it, was ncar perfect. DBut story-ratings tend to bear out

the fact that the longer the story, the meore popular it is likely to
be. so..il.?

SCOTCCH

Six peoplec have replied to the item in VICTOR 52. Brian Aldiss has
agreed to attend as Guest of Honour, but teo justify Bricn's
attendance. the responsc will have to be much bigger:

Doctor Clarke might be able to arrange accomodntion at
licensed premiscs where meals can be had and a ©ilm projector will
be available. The likely f£ilm - HETROPOLIS.

SCOTCON is the opportunity for Scots SFF readers to

congregate, scc and lisien %o an author with a world-wids roputaiion,
wateh on otheorwise unavailable classic SF film and genaxalliy have a

good tiuc.
My addross, again, is: 42 Garry Jrive, Paisley, Renfrow-
shirc.
Donald Halcolm

WANTED URGENTLY -~ IF Deccember 1964 to date. Also NIXUS 1 and LINK
2 % 3, lichacl Houghton, 76 Fox Lane, Leyland,
Lancs.

+4+++ ++++ ++++

Copies are still available of BSFA checklists of GALAXY (US cditions
1950 to 1958) and NIZIBULA (comnlete). Price for cach is 1/6 per copy
(including postage) from the Treasurcer, Charles Winstone, 71 George
Road, IZrdington, Birmingham 23.
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~ 730 WORLD SCIENCE FICTION CONVENTION

GUEST OF HONOUR: BRIAN W ALDISS

The 23rd World Science Fiction Convention will be held at the
Mount Royal Hotel, Marble Arch, London W 1 from August 27th to
30th, 1965,

Memberships are 15/~ or $2 for non-attending members, and 21/-
or #3 for attendees,

Please send all money to the Treasurer, Mr J A Groves, 29 Lathom
Road, East Ham, London E 6, making cheques payable to "23rd
World SF Convention",

All enquirjes to be sent to Miss E A Parker, 43 William Dunbar
House, Albert Road, London NW 6,
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In VECTOR 32, I said that I
would try and tell you something
about the various solutions to the
'single cony order'! nroblem which
is at present one of the book
trade's bigzgest nightmares. DBut
before I do so I'll mention ancother
instance of the difficulty I
described in the beginmning of the
last articles, I mentioned John
Erunner's TaI WHCLZE MAN, published
by Ballantine in the States as a
nanerback, and under the title
TILEPATHIST published by Faber &
Faber in the UK, and tried to
explain why it was not possible for
the paperback edition to be
imported and sold in the UK. Now a
similar situation exists in respect
of Professor J R R Tolkein's THE
FELLOWSHIP QOF THE RIiiG. Don
Wollheim told me some time back
that Ace would print a paperbaclk
edition of this, and also informed
me that Ace did not securce the
British and Canadian rights, hence

he boolk could not be exported from
Anierica to cither Britain or Canada.
Ron Bennett mentioned the
publication in SKYRACK -~ and I've
had a number of requests for copies
in consedquence, Obviously, I shall
not be able to supnly, and although
it is possible that by nefarious
means some conics will come into
the country, any attcmpt by anyone
to sell, or offer for sale, copics
of tho paperbaclk in this country
will, if it comes to the attention
of George Allen & Unwin Lid., bring
big guns to Dbear on the offender.
In addition, it could guite well
prejudice the relationship between
G A & U and Ace Books Inc., as of
coursce the latter would be nheld
responsible for brealking the
agrecrment - even if they did so
unwittingly through the act of a
third party.

Right, now on to the 'single
copy order' question. First, a
little background. There is in
existence a thing called the '"Net
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Book Agrecment' which basically is a 'restrictive practice!
agrecment between individual publishers and boolksecllers. This lays
down the terms on which books will be supplied to retailers, and on
which booksellers can supnly them to the public. I do not intend
to discuss the pros and cons of this at thisg time, but I'1l simply
state that at the hearing of the Restrictive Practices Court in 41962
it was agrced that HNet Boolt Agreement was in the public interest.
The introcduction of the later legislation (The Resale Prices Act
whiclh supercedes the 1956 Restrictive Fractices Act) means that the
whaole affair must be rchashed, re-argucd and, it is sincerely honed
by the trade, rc-agreced.

fmong other things, the defence of the llet Book Agrcement
was based on the fact of sorvice to the public. Under the heading
of service come twro things that matter here - one, that a bookscller
carrics in stock a large quantity of slow-moving material in
addition to the 'best-sellers' which turn-over rapidly. Often,
allowing cost of storage, loss through damage and deterioration and
similar things, this can be nroved to be done at a loss.,. Two -~ that
a booitscller is expected to obtain for a customer any book which the
custormers want and which the bookseller does not carry in stock.
Now, this is the thing that is rcally costly - it calls for an array
of quite expensive reference books, and considerable time and labour
on research - all of which have to be borne as gencral overhcads.
The order for an odd copy of a single boolk can often run tiae boolk-
scller into considerable expense before the order leaves his shop...
¢specially when, as happens only too often, tie customer has only
the vaguest notion of the book he or she wants. I think the book-
shop is the only one which constantly rcsounds to a conversation
like this:=-

"Good morning, madam, can I help you?"

"Oh, yes, plcase. I'm locking for a book."
"Something for yourself, madem? Or for a gift?M
"7ell, no, actually it's for 12y mother.'

"I sce. UWhat type of book does she like, or did you want a
snecial title?"

"Jell, she wants a bool she read before. She thought she
would like tc rcad it again.”

"If you'd tell me the title, I will seec if we have it in
stock.M

"Oh, I'm afraid she's forgotten the title. She got it from
the library, you scc,

"Do you lnew the author, perhaps?!

"No, I'm afraid not. It was a green colour, she says, and it
was about two pcople WhNOeesaso!

I'11 leave the rest to your fervid imaginations., hings
arcen't always this bad, ofien thne customer can tell you the author
and the title and sometimes the publisher. Again, ofteon sufficicnt
clues exist to let you make a reasonable gucss - "the latoest boolk
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by James Bond" probably mecans either THE MAN WITH THE GOLIEN GUN by
Ian Fleming or the Pan paperback of his ON HER MAJEISTY'S SZCRET
SERVICE. However, things can also be very misleading, A recquest
for Mr Scaman's book about China (intended for a gift) after some
scarching for a 'Scaman' in the catalogue doesn't reveal anything
that could be interpreted to be conncected, geogranirically,
culturally or politically with China, calls for a rcference back to
the customer, and one thex: learns "Oh, not that China - sihe meant
the tea-cup sort", So by a brilliant bit of intuition tilxe chap vwho
was actually faced with this problem came up with MEDIZVAL &NGLISH
POTTERY by Eli=zabeth Zecman, MA. So simple.... It just happens
that this title is published by the Hutchison Group, and no-one
would have any difficulty in obtaining it, for the simple recason
that almost c¢very bookscller stocks some of the publications of this
group of publishers, even if it be only the Arrow paperbacks, and
hence will nrobably have an account with Hutchinsons, and be able to
add this single copy of a title he might normally stoclkk to onc of
his usual orders, or alternatively check his stoek for lutchinson
titles on which he was low, and thus build up an order.

Howover, let us assume that this order for an odd book is
one from a pvblisher with whom the boolkseller normally has no
account., Wecl!ll alse assume that the publisher is not onc of those
who have joinad owne of the grouns of publishers who arce trying to
find an cconcinical onswer to the 'single copy order' question. The
bookscller has threc choices; if he is in a recasonably large town he
probably has an agrcement with onc or rore otiier bookseilers in that
tovmn who handle and stoclt titles he doesn't normally carry, and may
be able to get it citlier from or through onc of ther. He can order
it from one of the wholesale services. Or he can ask the publisher
to sunply it on a pro-forma invoice; this mecans thie publisher will
send an invoice showing the trade price and carriage costs, cic.,
the boolzseller will return this with a cheque to cover the amount,
and the publisher will then forward the book. This latter is the
guickest and best way, in many casces, but it does have snags. I'1ll
comec to them shortly.

The first choice depends on many things, of coursc. It
calls for all the bockscellers in the town to be reasonably co-
operative and to be nrepared to split their profits on some items
(this is always preferable to turning
awvay business, in oy opinion, but
othoers can argue that if the custonmer
can't get it at the first shop, he'll
try the sccond - and if that is yours
and you are the outfit with the
contact to that publisher, well, you
get all the profit for yourself), and
also for thosoe boekshops to have a
fair spread over the range of
published matcrial. It can be worked,
but not always. The sccond choice
has onc big snag - in my own
experiecnce is that once you get off
the beaten track of titles like THE




Page 24 VECTOR 353

CARPIT-BAGGIRS, THE SUPER~-DUPER READY-RICKCHIR, SO&SO'S DICTIONARY,
delay in delivery can bo cxtra-ordinary. In January of this yecar I
ordoeraed, thiourh onc of the nmuch vaunted services, scme dozen hard-
covers (fowr uitles) and some sixty paperbacks (14 titles) issued by
a publisiher wiith who T have no account., I have received part of
that order during liarch and April (including six copies of omne wrong
title), and I have bcen advised that two titles which wore 0 L T
as late as the publisher's March iist arc now out of print, I still
have no icdea of the position on some two dozer items. One title of
which I'd ordeored 18 copics came in one little packet of two books,
followed by another six, followed by the six vrong titles, followed
by four; this spread over harch and April. Cn another scorvice I
received a number of conies which were techrically 'mew', but in

guch a condition of 'shelf-soiledness! that I'd have had a devil of
a job convincing my customers of this. Cf cowurse, sometimes the
service 1Ls oxcellent - but if onc called it 50-50, that weould be

Tair, in nv pursonsl experienca.

5o we go back to the third choice, and the pro-forna
invoice. Let us sce - book the customer requires is a 1%/6 paper-—
back. You can cxpect a maximun gross profit on that of 25%, or 3/2,.
Iou are going to pay 3d or 4d on your order to tho npublisher, and &g
postage on the letter covering your return of the pro-forma invoice,
If you ~ wisely - sond a postal order, you'll pay 3d poundage on it,
If you unwiscly send a cheque, ycu can write-off at least a sihilliing
for stamp duty and bank charges. The publisher is coertainly going
to charge you postage on the book, which will be a minimus of 1/- (a
great many publisher's can't vost anything at less than one
shilling) and possibly 1/6. You may or may not have to drop the
customer a card advising him the book has arrived, which will cost
You 3d postage. If we talke the minimum figures all the way along,
we have an cuanenditure of at least 1/10d, which leaves a prefit of
1/4d - out of whieh you've also got to find the obvious costs of a
counle of cnveloves, an order form, and a certain amount of tinmo,
anc the less obvious overheads. At the other cxtreme you will have
erpended 3/5d which malies you 3d out of nocket before you svart to
count those overhecads, obvious or not.

Set if 45 BOE 211 =6, simple.  DLad s s prose that you have
an account with the publisher from whom you want that 12/6 paperback
and you neced it fairly urgently for a custorer. Unfortunately, the
custouier came in just after you'd given the publisher's
representative a big order, so obviously you don't wish to order a
batch of books. Well, let us telephone the Repaw « ¢« 00y Just. a
minute, he lives in London, doesn't ho....that is going to cost us
about thwree bob, so bang goes the profit in one fell s5Woop, and he
won't be back there for a couple of days, will he? Didn't he say he
was staying the night in Norwich? And then going down to Bury? And
so on, Oh, well, it will have to be & single copy order, can't be
helpned. But then a thoughtful assistant chips in - "There was a
notice of an altecration in terms last week, I think" - and he (or
shic) goes on to suggest that this could be rather nenalising.  So
thec notice is looked up. It roacds gsometihing like this - "Honceforth
postage charges will be made on all orders under invoice value of
£3. An additional handling charge of 2/- will be made on all orders
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of less than £1 invoice value."

A little montal arithmetic will reveal that, nc matier how
the boolkscller goes about this one, he won't male 2 profit on that
itome. He'll be lucky to break even....and if he writes off the
working time that overyone has now spent on trying to find =
solution to the problem, he'll find he's alirecady lost a pound or 50.

At the same time, pity the poor publisher, In thesc days
of high prices, complicated 'labour-saving' accountancy machinery
and what not, it can cost - in paper alone - anything up to a
shilling for 2 single invoice! Actually, as most publishers arc
fairly economical on this sort of thing, the figure is probably
around 2d to 4d. But therce is a siagle invoicce for cvery 'single
copy' order; the boolt has to be obtained from the stock; it has to
be wranped (and you can't just stick it in an cnvelope - although
you can use 2 mailing bag) and it has to be labelled and stamped -
and it all takes material, time and labour. A package of two dozen
copies of the samec book can be handled in almost the same tilkmCees.
maybe a fow scconds longer, is all. An assorted package of six cach
of four titles will take only a couple of ninutes longer, if the
stock is rcasonably well organiscd. A couple of gross will only
take - again - a few nore minutes!l So the single copy order is a
nroblem all the time; and yet it makes up a large proportion ovf the
worlk in the boeck tradel

Somecone, somewhere, has a bright idea - "Why not let the
bookscller write the invoice? That will save us timel!" That is onec
of the soluticns to the problems. A number of publishers - a wide
variety of »nublishers, in fact - have joined into a 'singly coony!
co-oporative, Actually, this establishment handles more than single
copies - it handles all small acecount/small guantity orders, °Some
time back, in an ecffort to get more system into book-ordering,
accounting ancd so forth, soric publishers produced an order form
{which the bcolseller has to pay for) which is soveral sheets, with
carbens. Theo boolksecller enters the titles he recuires and ceortain
other information (including compleiing labels addressed to Rrimself),
one sct of forms for cach nublisher, and mails the ' lot to a clecaring
llousc...and that can be a bit expensive in postage, as the forms arc
not cxactly 1light vhen you have a2 batch of them...the clearing housc
uscd to send them off to the publishers, who would complete prices,
discounts, account nurbers and so forth, and return once copy with
the Dbooks, using anotlher part of a copy as & label, as an advice
note, and so forth,.

Now, for the publishers taking advantage of the small
orders scheme, the co-operative holds stocks of all popular titles,
new titles, and sc forth - and can specdily obtain others - and so
gets these forms direct, and clecars the books quickly - often by
return post, it saeoems. For the bookscller there is another
advantage in that he getis the normal trade terms on all such orders
instead of paying special penalties feor doing what the trade oxpects
him to de - accept all orders - and in addition he gets a2 combined
statement and so needs to pay with only one cheque, instead cf
getting a varicty of statoments and making out anything up to . threce
or four dozen cheques. Ch, therce arc snags, but it is one of the
answers that have been evolved which scoma to work satisfactorily,
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Bafore I go on to a fow nows-
notes, let me re-iterate that
the foregoing is not to be taken
as 'snecific'; it is a gencral-
isation of the situation.

Now for the ncws~notcsSsees
STRANGER IN A STRANGE LAND will
be out from Four Squarc beforo
this appears in VICTOR, and Four
Squarc are following this with
Heinlein's other 'debatable!

. book, GLCRY ROAD.... & new threcc
‘ part Keith Laumecr serial,
featuring Brion Bayard, started
in the April FANTASTIC...whilst
a two part Poul Anderson novel,
CORRIDCRS OF TIME, started in
AMAZING for May...from Michael
Joserh we learn t.at the much
. delayed title THE iTZIB by John
Wyndham is now expected carly in 1966...the 'Tarzan Swings Again'
series by Barton Verper from Gold Stur have been discentinued, a
settlement having been made out of court....I'm told that Burroughs
Inc. collected enough to discourage any cilier 'character! pirates
reesighs of relief from Donald Duck, Shexrlock Holmes and a multitude
of others...another new Keith Laumer book...A PLAGUE OF DEMONS from
Berkley, F1086, 157pp, 50¢, is an cxpanded version of "The Hounds of
Hell" from IF Nov-Dec '64..,..thrce more Doc Savage reprints arc the
Bantam contribution to the ficld...these will be issued by Corgi/
Transworld in Junc...latest Andre Norton title is THREZ AGAINST THZE
WITCH WORLD, from Acc...the book on magiec, ctc., to come from
Canaveral Press is now amnounced as SPIRITS, STARS AND SPILLS by L
Sprague de Camp and Catherine C de Camp...thc other scheduled
Canaveral Press title is now in almost final manuscript form, over
100,000 words...EDGAR RICE BURROUGHS: MASTER OF AJVINTURE by Richard
A Lupoff will include some proviously unpublished I35 work, and
artworke.,«it will be in a larger format than the »revious Canaveral
Press items, and the probable nrice will be g7.50....cther now
American pbs...EXILES OF TIME by Nelson Bond from FB Lib, 159pp at
50¢€ ., JORTALS AND MCHSTIRS by Lester del Rey from Ballantine, 188pp
at 50f (twelve yarns from the magazines boetween 1951 and 1963,...
PLANZTS FTOR SALE by A B van Vogt & E Mayne Hull froea 'The Book Co of
America', 171pp, 50¢, which arc the 'Ariur Blord! stories - previous
publication in magazine and book form is not aclknowledged in this
cdition...Pyramid have issued a pb version, written by Paul Fairman,
of one of 'A Voyage to the Bottom of the Sca' scripts, CITY UNDER
THEZ SZA...Nelson and the 'Scavicw' fight a strange and deadly
invader, it says herc....znd that will be cnough for now, I thinite..
happy rcading....kF5S.

And don't forget the address of Ken's boolshon - Fantast (Modway)
td.,, 75 Horfolk Strect, Wisbecch, Cambs._ /
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The rmiost exciting

production news for ‘
gome time is that 20th SIE
Century Fox arc making .

a large scale

Cincmaacope and colour ﬁ S

SF film callced

FANTASTIC VOYAGE, It

is being directed by

Richard Fleischer (who by

dirccted 20,000 LEAGUIS UNDER

THI SEA a fow yeoars ago) and stars

Stephen Boyd, Edmund C'Brien, Arthur

Kennedy and Donald Fleasence, VIC HALLETT

It is *the story of a time when )
men and machines can be roduced to micro-
scopic size. A submarinc and its crew arce sent into & man's blood-
strecam by being injeccted into the car in order to perform a brain
operation. The subrarine is unfortunately scnt off course and the
voyage of the title is through the body, trying to find its way out,
culminating in o microscopic battle royal,

Britain, mecanwhilc, is meking DR WHO AND THE OJALIKS talen
from the first BEC serial and starring Peter Cushing as the intrepid
doctor, cc-starring Roy Castle and Jennie Linden with, of coursc,
our nmectal friends in attendance.

American International has postponed its production of
WHEN THZ SLEEFEIR AVAKES so that Vincent Price, whe was to star, can
make something called DR GOLDFQOOT AND THE SEX MACHINE, I mention
the latter as it could well be SFF, but thacn, with a title 1like that
it could be anythingl

Currently on relecase is FALIL SAFE starring denry Fonda,
Dan O'Herlihy and Waltcer Mattau., This takes the same theme as DR
STRANGEZLOVE but »lays it as a conpletely straight drama,

THE SATAN BUG is one of a crop of spy films which have a
scicnce fictional slant in the same manncr as the James Bond films
and an American TV sgerics called THE MHAN FROM U.N.C.L.Z. from which
the £ilm TO TRAF A SPY has been talken.

I don't know if it will get a wide release or not, but
there is a Russian SF film available to cinemas here called
COSMONAUTS CN VENUS. Roports suggest that whilst the acting leaves
something to be desired, the special effects are very well done.

Also being distributed by the same company is TERROR IS A
MAN starring Francis Lederer. It talkes the ISLAND OF DR MOREAU
theme, of & scilentist conducting experiments to turn animals into
Cn.

A Czcechoslovakian film, IKARIA X.B.I. was shown as part of
a Czech festival in London recently. This won the Grand Prix at the
Tricste SF Festival two ycars ago and has been described as truly
adult in theme and execution. It is the sort of film that may only
be shown in London but could have a relcasc at least in one of the
larger citics.

Vic Hallett
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At Easter, over scventy cnthusiasts gathercd under the roof

of the Midland Hotel, Birmingham for the annual convention of
the BSFA. Hore is a brief roport of what went Oflees.

BrumCon’ Report

The Birmingham Convention was 2 success. A small
convention, or at least small compared with the record attendances
of recent years, yet an extremecly enjoyable one. Iveryone scemed to
pull together to help make things go with a swving. This was
particularly evident in onc never-to-be-forgotten auction session,
where the audicnce was confronted with the spectacle of Brian Aldiss,
{ilre Moorcock, Harry Harrison and Ted Tubb combining eofforts acting
the parts of magnificent huckster auctioncers.

There are two sides to any convention: the programmo
stretches through the mornings, aftcernoons and evenings, while at
night and through to the carly hours of the morning the conventicn
becomes a social onc where fans gather to drink, talk and generally
enjoy themseclves. It is difficult for somcone who has never
attended a convention to appreciate the very special convention
'atmosphere!',

The first day, Friday the 16th, was a little slow and
confusing, but ecventually everythinr: was scrted out duec mainly to
people like Ker Cheslin, the Ceonvention Chairman, and Birmingham
Group and BSFA Commitice members Charles Winstone and Rog Peyton,
The traditional badges and printed coavention pencils were isaucd,
bplus copies of the Convention Programme wlich had been excellently
illustrated end produced by Mike Higgs. At just passcd 8pm the
convention was officially declared open. Shertly afterwards the
first of the Con films was shown.

This was the well-known FORBIDDEN PLANET, an entertaining
film which went down well in spite ~f the difficulties in
presenting this colour Cinemascope iilm with somewhat restricting
cquivnient. The rest of the evening was freoe and fans scect about the
enjoyable business of renewing old acquaintances and making new
oncs.,

The main item on Saturday morning's programme was the talk
given by Mr G H Doherty. Initially dealing with the basic
differcnce between fantasy and science fiction, Mr Doherty went on
to describe some of the methods and theories of modern psycheclogists,
relating these to standard SF conecopts and ideas. Mr Doherty said
that many S and fantasy theomes had their roots in mankind's
subconscious hopes and fears. He caded his interesting talk by
picking out secveral well-knowm stories, including Harry Harrison's
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DEATHWORLD, and 'cnalysing' them from a psychologist's vievwpoint.

That afternoon two full-length films wore shown, CONQUIST
OF SPACE and WHEN WORLDS CCLLIDZ, the famous classic of SF filmdom.
Those were both onjoyable films although the rather long, unbrolien
show tended to blunt one's scnsc of wonder a little.

Later in the evening one of the highspots of the
convention tool place. Tais was, to quote the official programme,
"The Mad Raving Saturday Night Shindig", plus anotaer long-stonding
tradition - the Fancy Dress. Fow people actually arrived in fancy
dress; those that ¢id were appreciated. The ALIEN Group from
Manchester provided the usual ghoulish array of monsters, Boryl
Hoenley loolked fabulous in a 'BDerliington Sootie'! type tramp costume,
rebie Merccocr was mysierious, hidiupg huis iddentity behind a hcoa and
clcal surveying the scone through a »air of binocuiars (the recason
for this is still obscurecl).

The following morning once of the more scrious items om the
agenda took place. This was the Ammual General Meeting of the BSFA.
his turned out to be a long, two hour mecting which at times tended
to wander from subject to subject a little crratically. But, as the
AGM is the only chance for BSFA members to confront their committee,
this overflow of conflicting ideas was perhaps understandable.

At the cond of the meeting the Doc Weir Award result was
announced and this year the award went to Terry Jeceves. Torry is
woll-ltnown in BSFA circles both for his artwork and the centhusiastic
help he has given the Association in the past.

Aftor lunch it was thoe turn of the convention Guest of
Honour to speak, Harry Harrison, who is as cntertaining and forth-
right in person as he is in his writing, talked on th¢ sub jecet of
HGF Confidential®. To the uninvited accompaniment of a Salvation
Army playing in the strect below, Harry gave an enthusiastic
audience on bilarious and illuminating 'exposc! of the private and
professional lives of the American ¥ fraternity. Harry is a
brilliant speeler and hig "SF Confidential"™ was a unique expericncco.

Follewing on the heels of this was the Pro Panel - Brian
Aldiss, Tom Boardman, Harry Harriseow, Tod Tubb, Mike Moorcock and
James White answered a number of interesting guestions from the
floor on writers and writing.

The official part of the DrumCon cnded on a rousing note
with the Auction. 7The four auctioncors proved themscives exceilent
salesmen and mado the nrocess of parting with one's money for ijitems
of doubtful value, almost a plcaswio,.

This then was the end of the official BrumCon programme,
but not the end of the convention until vesiy much later and until
the final farcewells on Easter Monday morning.

RPoy Kay
Photo €Gride. Page 29 - top photeo (1. to r.) Brian W Aldiss, Haorry
Harriscn and James White. Bottom left - Tom Boardman. Botiom right

- Mike Moorcocika.

Page 30 - top - part of the audience showing Dave Busby (left), Ted
Tubb (centre, with bottle}, Dorcen DPorlker {(partly hidden behind Ted
Tubb) and Jim Groves (behind Dorcen Tarker). Bottom photo shows the
Alien group entrants in the Fancy [ress - (1. to r.) Bill Burns,
Peter Day, Charles Pariington, Harry Nadlier.
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SHIZLD by Poul Anderson
Publisihed by DOBSON at 15/-. 154 pages

Pcul Anderson is onc of tiic most popular writcers of 5I
practising with any regularity today. I've oiften wonderced why ho's
30 highly rcocgarded, -

This novel, first scrizlised in FANTASTIC, is a strong’
example of a good skeleton in a bland, featureless skin,. =

It concerns one Peter Koskinen, who has just rcturned from.
an cxpedition to hars and an expericnce of coomunication with the
hartians, The main Dhysical result of this rapport - which is what
I think was involved, though details arce rather vague - is a kind of
force ficld which is imponetrable to cverything coxcept cleetro-
magnetic radiation. Light and the like. It is built in the form of
a portable pack. Soon after returning to Earth, American hilitary
Scecurity cottons onto the fact that Xoskinen hed this device, based
on a new concept in Dhysics, and they take him into protective
custody. It's not protective cenough, though. Cainesc agents are
alsc on his tail and they force Koskinen and his custodians into the
stratosphere before they get a chance to reach Headguarters.
Koslkincn manages to switch on 2is shicld and jumps out of the planec.

The first third of the bocik is very good indeed. Anderscn
goes into some of the possibilitics of the shield - and its
licmitations. But then it degencrates into anothaecr of thosce
undistinguished 'revolt against social renression in the near (in
this case post WIL1I) future'! SF storics with great gobs of
pirilosophical discussion about government to £ill ouvt the wordage.

My feeling is that it was originally a noveclette dealing
with the shiecld and nothing elsc, e sccnes concerning the
shiecldced rman falling many miles to carth and the laser beam usod as
a way to pursuade Hoshkinen to turn the thing off should have becen
climactic ones, not introductory tit-bits.

George Locke
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THE HAUNTED STARS by Zdmond Hamilton
Publisghod by HERBIRT JIUAIIIS at 12/6. 168 pages

There is a gentle irony in the fact that Edmond Hamilton
has beeon writing S¢ since bofore I was born and here I am, doing a
review. I've been an adomirer of his worlt for many years and L've
ro-read with plecasurce such stories as THE STAR KINGS, If I'm making
as good a job of writing when I've been at it for thirty-five years,
I'1ll be satisficd.

THZ HAUNTED STARS is lucidly written in a style tailored
to the type of story, a point that many of our emerging writcers
would do well to notc. In fact, all of us should notc that, hile,
basically, cvery writer's style romains constant, different tynes of
story require diffcrent anproaches. Edmond Hamilton, as befits a
writer of long and varicd cuperience, has learned an essential
lesson: there is no substiftute for nlain Eanglish. Obscure
terminoleogy, passages of introspecticon that are a sccrot between the
writer and himsclf, im Tact, all the trappings that arc foisted off
on rcaders under the label 'experiment', are missing from thais
story.

The story usces the discovery of alien machines on the Mcon
as a springboard to a smooth narrative. Therce is nothing very new
in the tale of Earth being scoded from the stars and of men
returning to thie planct of origin. But unoriginality is a criticisn
that can be levelled at much in current science fiction and mizht
possibly be the rcason for the rash of cxperimental spots tahat has
broiton out. As with many of the first zencsration of writers still
in the field, Hamilton shows his cxpericnce and craftsmanship by his
fresh handling of an old theme. If thore is such a thins as a scnse
of wonder, then it will be found in sonie of the nassages of this
boolk,

I was amuscd at an carly nicce of dialogue wihich runs:
'Tverything that happeons, they (the Russians) yell warmonger at us.
Berlin, and then Suez...' The 'warnongers! at Suez in 1956 were
3ritain and France - and Israel could be included - and American
intervention then is dircctly respensible for Middle East unrest
today. Arerica wasted no time in proteeting her interosts in
Panama. Just as Britain was doing in Suez.

Tais, as profound thirkers will perceive, detracts not a
noodle from Idmond Hamilton's cnjoyable booic.

Jonald MNalcolm

TUNNEL IN TIE SXY by Robert A Heinlein
Published by GOLLANCZ at 15/-. 271 »nages

The nlot of this story when reduccd to basics, Dreves to
be very similar to LCRD OF THE FLIES, in which a group of youngsters
arce nmarooned in an untamed environment. There arce differconces, as
all of Heinlein's books differ from their 'stock plot! origins.,
Here, the youngsters arc highly trained and prenored for a period in
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the wilds, as thc final cxaminations of thcir 'Solo Survival Testst,
It is a hard world that Eecinlein postulates, onc in which
the old problem of over-population has driven manlkind to pioncer
outwvards to the stars. There is none of the sordidnoess of 'Low
level!' as in Anderson's grimly ovoerpopulated ZEarth - indecd 9
Heinlein's world is still quite sccure in its creative confortis.
But the »nionecers in this world are realists, just as Heinlein is a
realist, anc both author and his crcations pull no punches.
Way baclk in 1957, ASTLUNWDIIG reviewed this book and
pointed out that the final third was a disapn
revicwer rcad the voluue with trepidation, anticipating Heinlein's
fall from gracec with cach page turncd. He ncedn't have worricd.
There is no weal: ending - tite bock is one glorious whole, one of tho
strongest and best of all deinlein's plots and certainly the best of
the !'juvenile scrics!,

Pete Weston

NO "UTURE IN IT by John Brunner
Published by PANTHZIR at 3/6. 184 nages

John Brunner is onc of the most intelligent and creative
of the SF authors writing today, tis twelve stories in this
collection being the most impressive I have read for sone time.

They wvary in mood from the fantasy of the title story to the social
rcalism of "The Iron Jackass!" and Y"Stimulus'",

Iir Brunncr cften contrives to point a

moral as wcll as tell a story, and some of these
tales have an cucmplary lesson to them. But
such is the power of the autior's story-telling
that the mossage never distracts us from the
suspense and excitement of the narrative.
T